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BY MARY IRVING.

The spirits of the “Rochester rappings " bave
been agitating of late, the bearts of the would-be
wise and the opedulong, snd seem even to hare
groped their way into ihe “Siate of steady bab-
its” The family of & worthy clergyman of Strat-
ford hus been favored by & mysterious visitation,
probably from the legitimate descendants of the
« Salem witches” that furned the hesds of the
good old Massachueetts divines, in the days of
“ puld lang ryne” .

Our human nature kindles at the first inlima-
tion of & peep into the unscen and the future, as
{he eye of a dungeon-caged eaptive at the first
crash of his jailer’s key in bislock. An individ-
ual instance may serve to illustrate the popular
feeling in general, on this ‘subject.

It is passing strange” said an intelligent
friend. n few months since—one who had visited
and © held communion™ with the “spirits” that
shadow the footsteps of the Rochester damsels.
G ladon't reafly ifigse ip themp” added, in
answer 1o some expression of i ulity; “bat
I tell you, investigation—mine, at least—ean
make nothing of it. The matter is wholly inex-
plieable to me.”

A young poet, who was listening to her, kin-
dled at the suggestion. * And why may it n
Le truth 17 he mused, upraising his fine eye,
with its glance, perhaps, on the Past. “ Why
miy not the loved and lost speak to us this side
the river of Death? We know theyare withus
Why may not these human ears hear them—per-
haps the eyes they loved behold them 7"

The organ here struck up its “ merry Christ-
mss " peal, and the 7éte-a-2éte of our little party
was hushed, but not the thoughts it awakened.

Our nge has, in some points, well deserved its
distinguishing title, * the utilitarian "—the prac-
tical, par ereellence. The Greek, in the simple-
henrted eredulity of Lis Pantheism, used to ask
pardon of the Dryad before rousing her dying
shriek in the falling oak. What thinks the lum-
berman of Maine, whistling among his erisping
snowa, of life in his pines, rustle they never so

spiritually to the breath of the northwester?
Who could imagine Nymph or Naiad twining
ber white arms around the irom prow of the
steamship that rules her old domain? What
prairie plough thinks of turning up the “ men in
green” from the “ virgin soil ” of the Weat, dew-
baptized and flower-sprinkled, from Eden’s first
hour to this?

The world, in its infancy—like the mind in its
ahi the shadews of walities
into vague, sapernatural unrealilies. Philoso-
phers of & certain school tell us, that these early
illusions, (so-called,) in both instances, were, and
are, bright reflections from the great ocean of a
past existence,.which we leave too far behind us
in the journey of life. So sang that mighty in-
terpreter of Nature, whom she has just taken to
her bosom. Wordsworth, through a childhood
of eighty years, ceased not to

1 See the ehildren sport upon the sbore,
And hear the mighty waters roll forevermore ! '’

The theory is beautiful, butis it true ? Where
philosophers, like “ doctors, disagree,” the unin-
itiated must await the result.

But a new race seems to be springing up from
the buried teeth of the old dragons of mythol-
ozy and goblinology. Psychology, biology, and a
host of mystic ologics beside, have arisen in flour-
ishing array. An age cannot be called sltogether
practical, which threstens to exalt Mormonism
into the sovereignty of a State; which swallows
undigested, by the wholesale, the “ revelations”
of Andrew Jackson Davis and his compeers, aud
the ten thousand contradictions of Clairvoyance
& Co., enshrining their mysteries even within
college walls, and which lifts its ear timorously
and tremulously at a roguish rap in Rochester or
Stratford.

“The power of & strong mind over a weak”
one has filled the world with mysteries enough,
before and since it sent Leonora Galignani to

the stake for sorcery. Mind is itself a mystery.
Life is a mystery. Whence came we? Whither
aro we going? What ls our life-mission in this
strange world 7 These are mysteries which the
world's wisdom for ages has striven to fathom,
and striven vainly, whenever it has thrown aside
the only talisman of Truth, That talisman is
l‘;ith';in theMBeoh lgtc‘h bids o “believe not ev-
er t e ta.

ﬁ.ﬂ‘:im'gr llv::h:tn been given us at
the era of great discoveries. We seem like &
blindfolded child in the portico of a vast temple,
whose tic aren he meagures by the empty
echoen his own shout wakes, as he gropes along
toward its wall. We are looking forward to the
e T R
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leaf-barks that float on the waves ex

citement, orying, “Lo here! or
gm:if ui ht ih:ll&kunv‘lod“mn
m
with the humblest heart, We meed er
nnd stumble in dark labyrinthine paths to find
Truth.
We are told of “ministering

lwgﬁ'ﬂ.:mﬂﬂoﬂ contentedly
hours,

gozing on her mother's portrait. But
" Pale and wan abe grew, and weakly—
Hearing all her pains so meekly,

That t) them she still grew dearer,

As the trial-bour drew nearer.”

“ Mother!” she oried, with surprise nnd trans-
port in her tone—and passed with that breath to
her wother's bosom.

Said s distingaished divine, who stood by that
bed of joyous death, If 1 had pever believed in
the ministration of departed onea before, 1 conld
not doubt it now !”

“Peace | leave with you,” said the wisest
Spirit that ever passed from earth to Heaven
Let us be at “pesce” amid the spirit-mysteries
and questionings on which 11is eye shall soon shed
the light of Eternity.

May, 1850,
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THE SLAVERY QUESTION.
SPEECH OF GEORGE W, JULIAN, OF INDIANA,

PELIVERED IN THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 14, 185,
N

1 !Lok‘rrml— lfkl Mensage trinrmmunng e vonae
twiion of Califormia

Mr. JULIAN said:

Mr, Ciaikman : Representiog, ss | do, one of
the st ] ti-slavery districts in the Union,
| Tt express, as nearly as may be,
the viewstind feelings of my constituents, in ref-
erence to the exciting and painfully-interesting
question of slavery. | am not vain enough to sup-
pose that anything | may say will infloence the
action of this Committee; yet | should hereafter
reproach myself were | to sit here day after day,
and week after week, till the close of the session,
listening to the monstrous heresies, snd | am
tempted to say the impudent bluster, of Southern
gentlemen, without confronting them on this floor
with & becoming protest in the name of the peo-
ple I bave the honor to represent. Sir, what.is
the langusge with which these gentlemen have
greeted our ears for some months past? The
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Crincaan|
tells us, that less pauperism and crime abound in

the South than in the North, und that there never
has existed a higher state of civilisation than is
now exhibited by the slaveholding States of this
Union ; and so in love is he with his “ peewhior in-
stitution,” which thus promotes the growth of
aivijjsstion by tareing thggy rV))ions

beings into savages, and prevents mam
coming paupers by converting them into bgutes,

that he gives out the threat, doubtless in behalf
of his Southern friends, that unless they are per-

mitted, under nationsl sanetion, to extend their
system over the virgin soil of our Ter-

, they will block the wheels of Govern-

, revolutionize the forma of legislation, and

Ive this nation in the horrors of civil war.

Nay, he goes farther, and anticipating the tri-
umph of Northern arms, and comparing the van-

quished “chivalry” to the Spartans at Ther-

mopylm, he kindly furnishes the future historian

with the epitaph which is to tell posterity the sad

story of slaveholding valor: “ Here lived and died

as noble a vace as the sun ever shane wpon” fighting

{he shonld have added) for the extension and per-

petuntion of human bondage !

The geotleman from Mississippi [Mr. Browx]

manifests an equal devotion to the mimllinq in-

terest of the South. He declares that he “re-

gards slavery ns a great moral, social, political, and

religious blessing—n blessing to the slave and a

blessing to the master” The celebrated John

Wesley was so ® fanatical 7 o8 to declare that

¢ glavery is the sum of all villaniea” Had he

lived in this enlightened age snd Christian land,

he would have learned that, on the contrary, it is

the sum of all blessings. He would bave been

told that even the Bihle sanctions it as a Divine

institution. Southern gentlemen remind us that

it * existed in the tents of the Patriarchs, snd in

the households of His own chosen le;” that

“jit waa established by decree of Al ty God,”

and “is sanctioned in the Bible—in both Testa-

menta—from Genesis to Revelation;” and so sa-

credly is it to be cherished, that we in the North

are not allowed to give utterance to our d

moral convictions respecting it. My friend

wa thimk wls .

e e thougtec e youritton®” Wse,n 004

t your || s to your, ua, in the

i w’umoodndohnuerilue eof nslave-
driver are we to be silenced. In th

 freest na-
tion on earth,” our thoughts must be suppreesed
by this slaveholding inquisition. 'We must, 1
make & bonfire of the writings of W hit-
tier, and expurgate our best literature. "
to be consistent, and in order to eradicate every
trace of “fanaticism” from the minds of the people,
we must blot out the history of the American
Revolation, and * keep our liberty a secret,” lest '
we should give offence to the immaoulate institu-
tion of the South. Of other institutions of so-
ciety we may speak with the utmost freedom.
We may tal!wol' Northern hlmi ;Id Nnrthar:
uperism. ¢ may advocate with tongue an
;:n the most radical schemes of reform, and thus
assail every existing form of civilization. Wl:‘,:&y
discourse freely of things even the most :
as the Supreme Being, His attributes and provi-
dence—yes, in this boasted land of m; npne;?,
eme his

ed nmong the ordinances of God, so “ manctioned
and sancrified by the legislation of two hundred
years,” that Northern men are not permitted to
bre::im an honest whisper against it. We must
bold our tongues and weal our lips before the
majesty of this Southern Moloch, lest he should
lose some of the victims which otherwise his
worshippers might sacrifice upon his blood-
stained altar. Oh! the devouring loveliness, the
enrapturing besuties, the unspeakable lwatitudes
of the “patriarchal institution!” And what s
blessed thing it must be to live in the pure atmos-
phere and under the clear sky of the South
feasting upon phi hy and reason, far remov
from the folly =nd “ fanaticiom” of the North !
And the gentleman from Minsissippi, like bis
friend from North Owrolina, is in favor of extend-

ing the blessings of slavery at all hagards.

reminded of the struggle of our fathers
British tyranny. Southern gentlemen

A Northern man ly if disposed
beware. 0 .ﬂredg.{m

extremity ; but their resistance was not in be-
balf of slavery, but freedom. Mr. Madison de-
olured, in 17:‘3{&.!"[:“:50“ and
of America that the rights for which she =3
ed were the rights of human nature” And Mr.
Jefferson said, that * one hour ? of this American
alavery, which has been so recently transfigured
Im'ﬁ blessedness, * is fraught with more misery
of that which we rose l;dr:‘bgliutlo
o In speaking of anappreh raggle
Jmmuru emselves of their bondage,
he afirmed that “ the Almighty hos no attribute
which can take sides with us in such a contest
Yet ern gentlemen appeal to our Revolu-
tionary as & warning to us, snd a justifi-
cation of & war on their part, not for the es-
tablishment, But for the swbversion of liberty,
and the destruction of “ the righta of human na-
tare,” by the indefinite ex over free lands
of that rystem of hondage which the very soul of
Jefferson abhorred. All this to Northern men
seems strange. Asa men of Southern phi-
losophy it may be very creditable to poli
e  eies wageavnd I
to their t we eannot com \
Noth I,:‘h«rt of the serene understanding nnd
vision of & slaveholder can penetrate
ioto the marrow of such arguments in defence of

the South.
The gentlemsn from Vi:inln [Mr. Morros|
makes war m the ball - ""3. it has
t;i h lu:;:l.& .quul Mm
man inthe ot! ®
h of the anti-slavery agita-

|
;

:
&

E
{
5
i

i

5

Tron | “1he o0l Sho ~ath suid I b Beart There
ill not submit to be girdled round by free | “the who ¢ o ere

f:?fh.:a if we dare to lhtl'l'*ﬁlwplrmwn are | no God” Nor do we mean to be silenced by the

inst | hackneyed argument that slavery is a civil Institu-

nt us | tion, and therefore mone of our business. We

to the battle-fields of our Revolution, and bid us | deny

seat on this floor, | have on more oocasions than
one heard Southern gentlemen dencunce Jeffer-
son as o sophist, and the Declaration of Independ-
ence a8 o humbug.  And some of these gentlemen,
strange to tell, coolly stylethemselves Democrats !
Why, we are told that so far from being created
equal, men are net crested at all  Adsm alone
was 8 created man. Neither are men born  [p-
funts are born, and grow up to the estate of man-
hood ; but men are neither born nor created. The
equaliy of men is declared to be absurd for other
reasons. Some men, we are told, are taller than
others, some of a fairer complexion, some more
riohly endowed with iutellect ; as if the author of
the Deolaration of Independence had meant to af-
firm that men are equal in respect to their physi-
cal or intellectual peculinritics!

Mr. Chairman, I will speak sericusly. | need
pot further multiply these examples of Southern
opinion and feeling. 1 have brought them for-
ward hasanua while the ery of © Northern fansti-

- I— s T - y B e
tne country e yutge woeldbr a ﬁlhr'{%ilﬂ' er kb
of does ot exist in the uthern

States ; and whether this slaveholding fanaticism
i* mot infinitely less exensable thun that which
prevails in the North. Sir, | can respect the man
who, under the impulse of philanthropy or patriot-
fwm, deals bis ill-judged blowas st an institution
which is crushing the dearest rights of millions,
and now seeks ot all hazirds to curse new reglons
with its presenoe ; but it is difficult to respect the
ll“ehoh;rr, who, with his foot upon thepneck of
his brother, sits down with his Bible in one hand
and his inetaphysics in the other, to argue_with
me, that the truths of the Declaration of Independ-
ence are mere nrhims, sud that the foreible strip-
ping of three millions of buman beings of all their
rig{ls, even their homanity iteelf, réccives the
sanction of the Almighty, and is & blessing to both
tyrant and slave. This is & species of funaticism
above all others the most distasteful, the most pre-
posterous, the most revolting. I will not onder-
take to combat these absurdities of its ehampions;
for it has becn said truly, that to "i“ with men
who have renounced the use and authority of rea.
son, und whose philesophy consists in holding
bumanity in contempt, is like sdministering med-
icine to the dead, or endeavoring to convert an
stheist by Scripture.

& M | e dwt wnich?. MNowidaey and
Southern aggression Nothing is more current
in Southern speeches and newspapers than the
charge that the people of the free States are oz
gressing upon the rights of the South ; and this
Union, it seems, is to be dissolved, unless these
jons shall cease. On the other hand, the
people of the free States charge the South with
being the anggressor, and pl not guilty to the
indictment of the slaveholders. Now, how stands
the cuse? Who is the aggressor? This is the
question to be solved, and the one I propose
mainly to examine. [ wish to do this fairly and
dispassionately ; for I am fully aware of the dif-
ferences of opinion which prevail in regard to it,
resulting, perhaps necessarily, from the different
eimnt:nm of t;o parties. it
The ¢! of Northern aggression nly
deny. Il.:t‘:lo just foundation. Neither is the
charge of Southern aggression, perhape, fully and
strictly true. The truth er seems to be,
that under the lead of Southern counsels, hoth
seotions of the Union have united in enlarging
and dizing the slave power. This prop-
osition | shall endeavor to establish.

‘What are these Northern aggressions of which
we have heard so much complaint? Of what hos-
tile acts do they consist 7 [lave the people of the
free States attempted to interferc, by law, with
slavery in the South? This charge, | am aware,
is frequently brought against us. You ecan
open a newspaper from that quarter in
which liutslnl made, It has m'ﬂ:
and again denied by Northern men on this floor,
but Southern gentlemen still continue to repeat
it. Sometimes it is preferred against the people
of the North gemerally, but more nen

against & small of a8
the Free Soil party.

e charge in utterly un-
right on pﬂolGTIhmhthhﬂh‘-
tion of slavery where il existe. We all agree
that the subject is beyond our control. As regards
the naked question of constitutional power, Con-

has no more right to abolish slavery in
mh Carolina, than it has to abolish freeschools
in Massachusetts—no more right to slave.
ry in one State than in the other. It is an insti-
tution dependent wholly upon State sovereignty,
with which the General Government has no more
conocern than with slavery in Russia or Auvstrin,

F It is true, that some of ua in the North claim the

right to assault slavery with moral weapons, even
ln‘thn States. When the slaveholder says to ue
that on this subject we must keep our thoughts to
ourselves, we shall obey him if it suits us. We
bave a right to employ those moral forces

which reforms of every kind are carried fo 5
We understand the power of opinion. We be-
lieve, in the language of Dr. Chnnh:[, that
“ gpinion I8 stronger than Kings, mobs, Lynch-
lnws, or any other laws for the suppression of

may d his existence, or blasp
::mt y r::oking his sanction of the most | thought and i and that, “ whoever spreads
Heaven-daring crimes; but Awmerican slavery is through his circle, be that circle wide or narrow,
an institution so precious, so beneficent, so exalt- | just opinions apd views respecting slavery, hast-

ens its fall” Sir, it is not only our right, but
our duty, to give utterance to our cherished
moral convietions; and if slavery, rooted as it is
in the institutions and opinions of the South, can-
not brave the growing disapprobation of Christen.
dom, let it . And it will perish. If by
“pedpacting the law of God,” we can prevent its
extension, the South will be constrained to adopt
some plan of gradual on. She will
realize forcibly the important fact, which she now
endeavors to overlook, that truth, justice, humani-
ty, and the spirit of the age, are all 1
ost her system. | will not rthe impious
t that an institution, so freighted with
Sisacs of Gl | suines aleps ADeiacizs
the ence of God. | cannot adupt a ple
lhltw:ould dethrone the Almighty, and make
the moral world. It is

that the public laws of a community can
or stifie the expression of

tar sypaihy for

to be “ fansaticsl,” would su oppressed. Your slavery.
ern brethren e o dlieis Oue | when behind your inatitations, is still
fathers, it is true, the aggressions of the | slavery ; and your laws uphold it,
mother country ‘st all hazards, snd to the last | they cannot that Christian law which

teaches the universal brotherhood of onr race.
But while I thus frankly svow theee 1

t what I have already said, that the
m- North olaim nru‘l,thm;h thm:

y disavow any such purpose. Are we,
::m of aggreasion upon the rights of the
slaveholder?

We are charged with violating the clause in
Federal Constitution relative to fogitives
Vest ROOUMN-
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this floor, and repest what has been

were it not for the unending
of the South agniost us, We are driven to o
dewdmddu:h\]Vony
the slave-hupter may come upon our o pur-
nl.t of his fugitive, and take him if he s able, either

il
%S

ed to interfere in the race. “ Hands off 7 is our
covenant, and the whole of it. If the owner pecs
fit to sue out & warrani, he must go before a Uni-
ted States officer with his complaint. It is not
magistrates to aid him, the

state fairly the opinion of the Su Court in
the case ng Prigg vs. the State of Pennaylvania.
Now, if Congress alone oan for the exe-
cution of thix clause through Federal juriadiction,
and the State of the N are under
no obligstions to aterfere, in it n violation of the
coustitutionsl

E..
;
i

, Lok - £
i, s ponde Peguinnods, A8 ‘weoure ine mignis ot
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with or without warrant, and we are not allow- | gress,

service they owe by the laws of other States, or
preventing their recapture; and if this is not
done, there can be po reasonable ground of com-
plaiut ngainet the North. According to the deci-
sion alluded to, the fugitive way be recaptured
without warrant, and, without any trial of Lis
riihu by jury or otherwise, carried into slavery.
This manifestly exposes the solored people of the
free States to the Southern kidoapper. They
have the right, which to all communiti

to guard the liberties of r own citizens ; l.:I
if, for this porpose, some of them have passed laws
against the kidnappiog of free persons as slaves,
and i o trisl 1o determine the
question whether the olaimed is or is ot
o slave, is it an Southern rights?
When the free colored of the North visit |
the ports of Sonth Caroliss, they ure thrown into
prison, and sometimes ewem mold into slavery
This, if | mistake not, is justified by the South
on the ground of o necgmary police regulation

theer citizons? Are not
behalf of liberty ns justifiab
in behalf of slavery?

As regards the enticemeat of slaves from their
musters, the number of such cases is small.
Neither the States, nor the moss of their citizens,
are agcountable, or have any connoction whatever
with such transactions. The great majority of
escapes are prompted hy other causes than North-
ern iuterference. The slave hus the power of
locomotion, and the instinet to be free; and it
would indeed be wonderful did he not, of his own
will and by bis own efforts, struggle for the prize
of which he has been robbed. That men will
strive to better their condition is a law of nature
The flight of the bondman is a necessary ronse-
quence of the oppression under which he groans.
Hlame not the North for this, but blame your di-
abolical system, which impiously tramples under
foot the God.given rights of men. Uphraid na-
ture, for she is always " agitating " the question
of slavery, and persuading its victims to floe
You hold three milliona of your fellow-beiggs as
ohattels. You shut out from them the light of
the Bible, and degrade and brutalizs them to the
extent of your power, for your sy#iem requires it.
You deny them that privciple of eternal justice, &
Tair #up's wagow &7 5 fefy dael wark | P
sunder their denrest relations, separating st your
will hushands and wives, parents and children.
Apd do you suppose the poor slave, smarting
under these wrongs, will not seck deliverance by
fight?7 And when, through peril and starvation,
he finds his way among us, panting for that lib-
erty for which our fathers poured out their blood,
do you imagine we shall drop our work and join
in the chase with his Christless pursuers? Sir,
there i8 mo power on earth that can induce us
thus to take sides with the oppressor. Such, |
rejoice to believe, is the public sentiment of the
North, that | care not what laws Cougress may
ennot, the slave-hunter will find himself unaided.
The free States will observe fuithfully the com-

of the Constitution. They will give up
their soil as & hunting ground for the slaveholder,
lucpendlmlhdr sovereignty that hemay give free
chase to fugitive. They will pass no law to
discharge him from the service he may legally
owe to his claimant, or to hinder his reoapture. But
we will not actively coliperate against the unhappy
victim of your tyranny. And if Southern gentle-
men mean to insist upon such active coiperation on
our a8 a condition of their continuing in the
Union, they may as well, in my judgment, begin
to look sbout them for some way of getting out of
it on the best termns they can. Under no cir-
cumstances, | trust, will we yield to their de-

rolice regulations in
¢ a8 police regultions

Another intolerable aggression with which the
North is ch is that of seattering incendinry
blications in the South, designed to incite
ps among the alaves The Sewthern
gentlemsn from Pen [Mr. Rossj has
in the most hideous colors.
orth Carolina has nlso been
io in setting it forth, declaring that

| deney.

maintain that these subjects of tazation, repre-
sentation, and the recovery of fugilives, wre the
only matters touching which Congress can con-
stitutionally legisiate in fuvor of slavery. So far,
[ ndmit, our fathers compromised the freedom of
the black race, snd involved the free States in the
political obligation to uphold slavery. Beyond
theso express compromises, they did not go, nor
design to go. They yiclded xnc much to the
South, under the impelling desire for union, be-
lieving that the powers of the Government, with
the exceptions expressly made, would be “ active-
ly and perpetuslly exerted on the side of free-
dom,” and that slavery would gradually cease 1o
exist in the country. | do not speak of this as
matter of conjecture. As early as 1774, Mr. Jef-
ferson declared that “the sbolition of domestic
slavery is the greatest ohject of desire in these
oolopies;” amd the opinion was thea common
throughout the country that this object could be
sttained by discontinuing the importation of slaves

"gress of Ahis year, and popuisr muveemn wb wn
the colonies, nbout this time, evinced & very de-
cided determination to carry into practice this
non importation policy. This, I presume, will be
denied by po one. Owr revelutionary struggle
commenced soon afterwards ; and, basing its jus-
tification upon the inalicnable rights of man, it
could not fail to give an impulse to the spirit of
liberty fuvorable to the abolition of slavery in
the colonies. After the war was over, Mr. Jeffer
son himself declared that such had been its ten-
Indeed, our futhers could not avoid see.
ing that slavery was practically at war with the
Declaration of Independence, and their own ex
ample in resisting the tyranny of Britain. In
1757 the Federal E‘ansthmion was framad and it
i# » noteworthy faot, that the word slave is not Lo
be found in it. According to Mr. Madison, this
word was studiously omitted, to avoid the sppear.
ance of u sanction, by the Federsl Government.
of the idea * that there could be property in man
This circumstanoce, it seems to me, is very signifi-
cant. The Constitution is so guardedly framed,
that, were slavery at any moment to cease Lo ex-
ist, scarcely a clause or a word would require to
be chonged. Who does not see in this, that
whilst our fathers were framing a Constitution
that was to last for nges, the idea stood out palpa-
bly balore. 1bair minds, that, the dags of <lavery |
were numbered] Be it remehivered, oo, 1Hat
ot the time the Constitution was adopted, slavery
bad already been nbolished, or measures had been
taken for its abolition, in seven of the thirteen col.
onies ; snd at the very time the Convention which
formed the Conatitution was in session, maturing
its provisions, the Congress of the Confederation
was sitting at New York, enncting the celebrated
Ordinance by which territory enough for five
Iarge States was forever ated to freed
Every inch of soil which the Government then
uwned was, by this Ordinance, made free, and
preponderance secured in fuvor of the North of
twelve non-slaveholding to only six slaveholding
States. Thus we see, that the time the Govern-
ment was about to enter upon its career, and to
exemplify the spirit of ite founders, slavery was
& receding power, a decaying interest, a p ing
institution. Not chains and stripes, but freedom,
was the dominant idea, the great thought of onr
fathers. They would have been astounded at the
suggestion that slavery was to be uated in
this country, as the source of all blessings, and
lsnded ns “the cornerstone of our republionn
edifice” It was among them, and had been
forced upon them by the mother country ; and
not being able immediately to get rid of it, it was
to be tolerated and endured, till mensures could be
taken for its final extirpation from the land
And if they regarded it a8 o ourse, and did not
expect it to be perpetuated where it then existed,
much less did they imngine that it was to be car-
ried into new regions under the sanction of the
Government of their formation, and become the
great central power and nll-absorbing interest of
the mation, Sir, the thought is monstrous, that
the Northern States, when reluctantly
to those compromises by which slavery received a

seatter firebrands the Bouth, to incite
servile insurrections, and stimulate by licentious
pictures our negroes to invade the persons of our
white women.” Sir, this is & serious accusation,
and if true, the South unquestionably has s right

to complain. I will not the gentleman
with it, but 1 re that he did not
produce the evidence on which he felt suthorized
to make it. | deny the charge. 1 deny that the

free States “keep up and foster in their bosoms
Abolition societies,” for any purpose. The Abo-
lition socielies, now known ms such, belong to
what in cnlled the Garrison school. The North-
ern States are no more ble for their do-
ings than the Southern Siates. Unlike all other
ies in the North, they lay down their plat-
rm outside of the Constitution, and hold that the
freedom of the black race can only be accomplished
by its overthrow; but theg rely upon moral force
alone for the triumph of their cavse, [deny that
they are guilty of inciting, or of wishing to incite,
pervile insurrections, or of scattering firebrands
smong the slaves, or licentious &iﬁnm These
Abolitionists are generally the friends of pence,
non-rul'untn‘, the enemies 6f violence and blood ;
and they would regret 8s much as any people in
the Union to see a servile war set on foot by the
millions in the land of slavery. 1 will add further,
while dissenting entirely from their dootrines,
that they have mminth.- some of the purest
and most gifted men in the nation. But is the
ch meant for the Free Soil party of the
North? Are they the incendinries complained
of, and their dootrines the firebrands which have
been seattered fn the South? We hold that
Congress should abolish slavery in this District,
prevent its extension beyond ite present limits,
refuse the admission of any more slave States,
and that the Government should relieve itself
from all responsibilty for the existence or support
of slavery where it the counstitutional power
thus to relieve iteelf, loaving it s State inatitution,
di t upon State sovereigaty exclusively.
e are for non-intervention in its true sense.
Snch is our oreed, and we proclaim it North and
South. If it is Incendiary, then are we guilty,
for our mewspapers circulate in the slaveholding
States. If our faith is a firebrand, we have soat-
tered it, not among your slaves, who are unable
to read, but among their owners. Acting within
the Constitution, and resolving not to go beyond its
powers, we mean to avail ourselves of a
IF st 1 nosndlry, wo sbel il prosaim I
r we st t;
if our copstitutional sots sre fire we shall
nevertheless do our duty. Bir, this has
been conosived in the diseased brain of the siave-
holder, or the

hat say party 1o the fred

lnlunhn;
States has to hring about a war between
the two races in the South. kam aware that we
have our ultra men among us, nor do | pretend to
justify all they have dome. They must answer
for themselves, and unnnt“hvoil.u the Nmi:h‘:n
their respongibility. But there is no party inthe
Lbouuy such pu , or
that would not shudder at the contemp of
0 merciless and heari-appalling & project.
Passing over the subjeot of alavery in this Dis-
triet, which I aball notice in a different connec-
tion, I come mow to the Wilmot Provieo, This
wwidnumholhnn;nhllvrmpudub

rages—the aggression o e mon-
ster if mot at onoe throttied and destroyed,
is to the Union . L.t us once more
look it in the face, take its d and con-

late its power of m . This
w Proviso has been much discussed in Con-

and throughout the country; it might be

thought, by this time, a stale topic; et it ia far
from b:‘n"u uninteresting one, a8 the continual
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nitely extended over the Am continent.
Let {t be borne in mind, also, ns corroborating
the view under consideration, that the founders
of our Government had no expectation that the
boundaries of the Unpited States, as established
by the treaty of 1753, would ever be enlarged.
1’1:"0 is not one syllable of evidence, either in
the Constitution itself, or the history of ite for-
watien, to justify the idea that the scquisition of
foreign territory was contemplated. This has
been admitted by distinguished Sorthern gentle-
men in this Iall, sud in the other end of the
Capitol. Mr. Jefferason seems to have entertained
this view ; for he questioned the power of the na-
tion to annex foreign urr{torj without an amend-
ment of the Constitution. I deduce from this the
obvious and inevitable conelusion, that the Con-
stitation was made for the Umited States os then
bounded, nnd that the compromises on the subject
of slavery, to which the Northern States nssented,
had reference alone to the slavery of the thn
slaveholding States; the slavery that was dwin-
dling and perishing under the weight of its own
noknowledged evils; the slavery that our futhers
prevented from spreading into the only territory
then belouging to the Government; the slavery
that wus almost universally expeoted, at no very
distant day, to be swept from the Republic. The
adoption of the Wilmot Proviso, therefore, would
be in harmony with the Constitution, with the
views and expectations of the people at the time
of its fnrmulrc::, and with the Declaration of In-
dependence, on which our fathers planted them-
selves in their struggle against a foreign yoke. It
is impossible to escape this coneclusion without
contradicting the truth of history, and branding
the founders of the Government as hypocrites,
who, after baving paraded the rights of man be-
fore the world, and achieved their own freedom,
deliberately went to work to found an empire of
slaves, And yet Southern gentlemen speak of
the restriction of slavery as mn aggression upon
their rights! Wln;t m;kel this charge lc:;kl e:ll:l-
worse is the fact, that the supreme power
Iation by Coo.:‘;cn over the Territories of the
(Government bas been uniformly exercised from
its beginning till the year 1848, and moquissced
in by sll its departments. The power in ques-
tion—that of restricting slavery—was exercised
in 1187 ; it was exercised in 1520 ; it was exer-
cised in the of the resolutions sanexing
Texaa in 1845, :I inits most objectionable form ;
and it was again exercised in 1848, with the
sanction of a slaveholding President. And still
we ure told that the of the Provise would
be such an intolerabl a8 to justify the
dissolution of the Union!
Mr. Chairman, | have now briefly noticed most

of the all ons of the North. The
historical :md [ Yave brought bearing

licy and of those sots z which sla
rmh’ ofw.rrrq out ite life m‘
transplanted

é
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ana ; the sequisition and admission of Floridas, in
obedience to the demands of the slaveholding in.
terest ; the snnexation of slaveholding Texns, by
the help of Northern votes, containing territory
enough for five or six large Btates ; the existence,
in the Distriot of Colnmbis, of slavery and the
infamous traffic in slaves for nearly half a oen-

the of the free States, and
:::"b’ mu tolerate these curses

utill 3 the payment of large sums of money
hy the nited States for fogitive slaves that bave

t a refuge among the Creek and Seminole
| ; the protection and defence of slavery on

agreeing | ... Socrotaries of State, fourteen have been

of slaveholders, and which cost the nation the
estimated sum of forty millions of dollars, drawn
ohiefly from the pockets of the people of the free
States ; the Mexioan war, which, so far as the slave-
bolding Siates were concerned, was embarked in
for the aoquisitioh of territory into which they de-
signed to oarry the institution of slavery ; the sup-

speeoh in this House for the period of nine years

colored citizens of the free States who visit South
Carolina, Louisiana, nnd some four or five other
Southern States ; the act of 1793, which for nearly
filty years compelled the State magistrates of the
North to nasist in the recapture of fugitive slaves
and the surveillance of the Slave Power over the
post office, breaking open letters, and diotating to
the cirriers of the mail what shall and what shall
o® be couveyed by them. Passing over these Lopics
with this rapid glance, | pr-ace«f to some kindred
considerstivns.

tion of the speech, in which they are commented
upon in detail. lu order to find room for the
specch in the Ero, and such olher matier as de
mandod our sttestion, Mr. Julian conssnted to
the abridgment mentioned, thus shortening the
speech about two columns |

The slave population of the Union in 1790,
when  the first ocensus was taken, was about
seven bundred thousand; it has now grown to
three millions, covering fifteon States, and more
than rquals the whole voting population of the
Union. This, by the way, surely ocannot be
Northern everonchment. The population of the
United Siates To 1840 was seventecn millions
The white population of the South was four
millions seven hundred and eighty-two thousand
five hundred and twenty. The number of slave-
holders does not appear to be capable of any ex-

pression of the right of petition and the freedom of

ther ; the brutal and outrageous treatment of

3 g 43
paragraph are condensed from the pamphlet edi-
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WHOLE NO. 179.
| Here lies the great peril now. | have no fear
that the South will sunder the Union, notwith
standing the wndoess of her politicisna. The

sober second thought of her people, underlying

the froth of her Representatives, will be proat
aguinst it. DBut let Northern men coptinue a lit

tle longer to cower before the threats of slave-
holders, instead of meeting them with » manly
firmness ; let them surrender one afler another
the rights of the free States, und make merchan

dise of their honor, until our degradation esn no
longer be concealed by the deviees of politictans
and the dissolution of the Unign will be inevit

able. The disease in the body politic will have
taken such deep root as to be incurable by any
other process. He is not the friend, bot the real
enemy of the Union, who smilingly tells th
slaveholders that all is well, and raises the ery of
' peace, peace, when there is no peace.” Sir the
contest between slavery and freedom bas ripeneld

To talk of compromise is folly. That medicine

P AL ML -
hlf power of Congress Lo compromise the wmoral
sentiment of the free States ; and any sttempt o
do s0 would only madden apd incresse the exist.
ing excitement, and muttiply ochatacles in the way
of auy pacific adjustment of the questions in dis
pute. tween slavery and freedom there is and
can be no affinity ; nor can sll the compromidts
in the world unite and harmonize what God by
his eternal law has put asunder :
Mr. Chairman, it has become guite fashionable
to denounce the anti-slavery agitaflon of the
North. Gentlemen tell us it is disturbing the
pence of the country, dividing the nation into
“ geographionl parties.” snd threatening 10 de-
stroy the Upion. Sir, let me ask, at whose door
lies the blame for all this 1 What sre the causes
which have given birth to this sgitation, and
these so-called sectional parties | The South, ws
| have already shown, hy the help or permission
of the North, bas controlled the offices of the

act ascertainment, and has been variously esti-
mated from one hundred thousand to three hun-
dred thousand. If we take inte the account the
actual number of sleve owaers, exclusive of their
families, s fair estimate wt present wauld prob-
ably be two hundred thousand ; and many of
these, doubtless, are minors and women. The
whita F"’\"&"“ of M~ Vron® Giaies da 1340 was
nine milliof® six hundred and fifty-fourthousand
eight hundred nod sixty-five. By comparing the
slaveholders with the mnon-slaveholders of the
South, according to their number as here estima-
ted, it will appear that the former constituteonly
about one twenticth of the white population of the
slaveholding States, This is what we eall the
slave power. This is the force which is to dis-
solve the Union, and before which Northern men
bow down to offer up their homage. These
two hundred thousand slaveholders, composed in
part of women and mivors, lord it over three
millions of slaves; keep in subjection four or
five millions of non-slaveholding whites of the
South, besides the free blacks; and ut the same
time control, st their own will, from nine to ten
millions of people in the free States, whose Rep-
resentatives tremble and turn pale at the impo-
tent threats of their Southern overseers.  Now,
bearing in mind that the population of the free
States is, and generally has been, about double
that of the slave States, let us glance at the mo-
nopoly which this slave power has sebured to
iteelf of the offices of the Government. This
may serve further to jllustrate the subject of
Northern on.

Of the sixty-one years the Government has
been in operation, the Presidency, with its im-
mense power and patronage, hos been filled by
slaveholders about forty-nine years, and by non-
slaveholders ouly a little more than twelve yesrs
Seven of our Presidents have been slave own-
ers—four not ; nnd some of these had to give de-
cided assurances to the South in order to be
elected. The South has secured the important
Cabinet offices in the same way. Thus of nine-

slaveholders, and only five non-slaveho ers.
AETRalk ah = cogd? o o8 ek . ' )
(the T the South h ore than her

share of all the Cabinet nppointments. The
slaveholding States have had the important office
of Speaker of this House for more than thirty-
cight years, the free States only about twenty.
three years. The South has had twelve Speak-
ers, the North only eight. The same inequality
haa prevailed in the foreign diplomacy of the
Government. More of our foreige ministers,
by about one-fourth, have been furnished by the
South than the North. Turn to the Judiciary.
The Chief Justioe has been from the slave States
about forty-hine years, and from the froe States
only twelve yenrs, although much the larger por-
tion of the business of the court originates in the
Intter. And it is a remarkable faot, that at mo
eriod since the formation of the Government
ru the North had a majority on the SBupreme
Bench. The Bouth bas reccived the appoint-
ment of thirteen judges of the court, the North
only twelve; and has, | repeat, nlways had the
majority. Did the time allotted me permit, |
might pursue this subject more in detail. It
seemn, however, unnecesaary ; for o distinguished
Southern gentleman [Mr. Mxapk| himself ad-
mits, that although the South has been in a nu-
merical minority for fifty years, she “has man-
aged during the greater part of that np.rlml to
control the destinies of this nation”” What
more could she ssk 7 Why, even now, whilst the
ery of Northern nggression continually meets
us, the South has s slaveholding President elocted
by Northern votes, a slaveholding Cabinet, a
wlaveholding Huvumn Court, a slaveholding
Speaker of this House, with slavebolding com-
mittees in both Flouses ; whilst slavebolding influ-
ences are unoceasingly at work in hushing the
anti-slavery agitation, and buylog up one after
another Northern men, who are as mercenary In
heart as they are bankrupt in moral principle
Bir, there is truth in the declaration of John
Qu‘lney Adams, that “the propagation, preserva-
tion, and stuation of slavery is the vital and
animating spirit of the National Government”
81111, Southern gentlemen read us duily homi-
lies here on the encronchments of the North ; and
the threat of disunion is the thunder with which,
as usunl, we are to be driven from our purpose,
and frightened into uncomplaining silence. Mr.
Chairman, the time has come when R ta-
tives from the free States should mpeak plainly. "
Shall a blind fear of a dissolution of the Union
make us slaves ourselves 7 The Federal Consti-
tution was ordained, among other lhlnﬂ,ulou-
oure the blessings of liberty. “The r has
come when we are to adopt or rejeoct the degra-
ding principle, that alav and freedom are
l'il-jﬂﬂ of the Constitution, joined in a 8i-
amese union, one and Im‘rll; that our f-
thers M’ht to build up & prison-house and a
a8 the appropriate wings of the temple of
iberty ; that in the flag they rallied under, the
stars were for the whitea, and the stripes for the
blacks ; that the North in to have leave for a vir-
tuous prosperity only by maintaining the Bouth
in a ty dependent on oppression and
orime. i is the question upon us by
the Bouth, and it must be met, There can be no
such thing na ogit. If our viewof the Con-
stitution and its # be correct, we have rights
under it which the South should not withhold ;
If her view is the true one, and slavery is the
ooncern. of this nation, to bo upheld and
by all its , then wa should under-
stand It at once, Bir, | entertsin no such opin-
fon of the Government under which we live. |
have shown that our fathers entertained no such
opinion. We mean to stand by the Conatitution
a8 they understood it. We only sak our oconati.
tutional righta. 'We simply demand a return of
the Government to ita early polloy in relation to
slavery, | apeak frankly. | am w to nub-
mit to wrongs siready inflicted ; but if further
submission be exscted as the of the Unlon,
I would say to cur Southern take the pu-
trescent oorpse of slavery into your embrace, and
let your contemplated Bouthern Confederacy en-
clrele it amid the hisses of the olvillzed world
Daring the last summer, | told the le | now
bave the honor to t.Mlmfdnu«
wee the breuking up of the Uualon than the ex-
tension of slavery into our Territories either by
the aotlon or permission of the Government. | re-
iternte that declaration here. Sir, this is the
forum on whish the South should be
ln r
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Government and shaped its policy for the last
fity years. Through her sgency slavery Lns
been widening its power, and taking deeper and
deeper root in the country every hour of that
whole period. Instead of an institution barcly
to be tolerated in & fow States as their owp ex.
clugive concern, and that for a time only, it hus
become naronalized apd demands the proteption
of tuis Giovernment’ ® wherever oar g il
It has grown to be the great interest of the
Union, and subordioates sll other questions 1o
ita unholy purposes. It has reve the origi-
nal policy of the Government, disappointed the
hopes nod expectations of its founders, amd to &
great extent frasteated the ends of its formation
And when, after long years of unpardonable for
bearnnce, 8 portion of the Northern people rise
up and demand thelr Just rights, refusing lo be
the absolwte slaves of the South. they are de.
nounced as *“agitators,” ensmies of the Union,
the builders up of geographical parties Sir |
meet these charges, and | say to Southern gen-
tlemen, that they have foreed agitation upon ns
It is the only alternstive loft us, unless we sob-
wit to be bound by them “in all casis whatso-
ever” | know it is offensive to the South |
know that distinguished gentlemen from that
quarter have admitted that Nofthern agitation
hns anenlod slavery from obtaining a foothold
in Californin. They understand and drosd its
power. It is for this reason that | would encour-
age it. Agitation is a necessary fruit, an inevit-
able conseyuence of Southern aggression and
Northern cowardice ; and slavery propagandists
and doughfaces must answer for their own polit-
ical sinsg. To charge the friends of freedom in
the North with kindling IIIP strife in the land,
and thus endangering the Unoin, is a8 unjust as
to chargo the blood shed in our Revolotion upon
the heads of those who counselled resistance to
the mother conntry. Am [ told that we should
not wound the pride of the South? Sir, on
what occasion has she exhibited any grmnt tender-
ness for tl::fride of the North 7 She has pur-
sued towards us a policy of aystematic selfish.

ness from the hegin -g “Ifﬂ‘%" dl.“-‘?-u]!hg
en w

mr« pub’q'“’nl We ank her mpc{ﬂfu:i;y
to yield us our rights under the Constitution, we
nre met with browbeating and threats. And are
the interests of freedom to be jeoparded over
half » continent, in order toaveid wounding the
rule of men who thus treat us? Sir, their pride
8 not worth saving at such s macrifice. It is not
the pride of principle, of justice, but the pride
of arrogsnce, pampered into insolence by long
indulgence; and under no circumstances would |
yield to it. The history of the world demonstrates,
that slavery, regardless of soil or climate, has
existed wherever it has not been interdioted
by positive legislation. It always establishos
itself in the first instance without law, and then
suborns the law into i sup Without the
aid of uny legal sanction, it hus st one time or
snother crept into every portion of the earth that
has yet been inbabited. No “law of physical
Fpo‘r‘,ph J’ no “ordinance of nature,” has been
ound sufficient, independent of human ennot-
meonts, to prevent its spread over the globe. Ev-
ery consideration, therefore, demands that Con-
ress should exclude it from our territories.
e should thus imitate the sxample of our fu-

thers by “rednncting the law of God” and st
the same time restore their policy in relation to
slavery. The North should demand this ns hor
absolute right, and insist upon it at whatever
hazard. Should the South take offence, let her
be offended : should her pride be wounded, let hor
own physicians heal it in their own way ; should
she see fit to dissolve the Union, let her make the
attempt, but lot the North yield not a single
bair's breadih to the further exaoclions of the

slave power.

But suppose, Mr. Chairman, we resolve to

compromise . | ssk, what are the terms upon
which alone the South is willing tomeetus 7 On
this subject we are not left in doubt. We are to
allow slavery to continue indefinitely in the Dis-
triot of Columbin; we are to abandon the territo-
ries of the United States to its inronds, we are
o actively in the business of slave-catch-
ing u
nod, finally, we must sllence the anti-alavery agi-
tation, obeying their imperious mandat
your thoughts to yourselves” This in

or the employ of our Southern masters

“ hup
e very
modest demand of the South, and we must nllow
her to make n complinnce with it a qualifioation
for politionl fellowsbip, n test of fitness for office,
and the only tie whioh s hereafier to bind her to
the free States, With Sounthern politicians this
is the queation of questions, 1t towers aboye ev-

er consideration. hfaces are found
:3: in the Northern States. The Whigs and
Democrats of the South, laying aside minor
dilmn: stand shoulder to shoulder together
in the maintenance of their great interest. In

u-rﬂun with it, the questions of bank and

are not even rospeotable abstractions. And
shall the North be lens loyal to freedom than the
South in to slavery? Have we no paramount
question? Shall we wurrender our political
birthright In & quarrel ahout ve trifles,
or & mere scramble for power? We
bave Lhe strength to thhnhuﬁ-dm
of slavery. Sball we waste Iw our divisions,
instead of declaring in one united voice, und with
an inflexible pu “thus fur, no farther?"
I know by experience nomething of the power of
I know bow anxiousare Northern Whigs

r " 'ﬁa" “:ﬁu#.:lm ha
them are y losing their to have
nuun::l:‘uﬁ!pu them, threatening discord
aud Incurable divisions in their l:l. But
should there be no hounds to our devotion to
zations to

party 7 Each of the political

whioh I have slluded consists of & Northern and
Bouthern division, dismetrieally to each
other on the question of alavery. divis-

lons must be held by some common hond
of union, snd this is subserviency to the
slave interest. This fact can po longer be con-
cenled. Thllmgﬂm .
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